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What is APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive? 

The Game-Changer In Orthodontic Bonding  

APCÊ Flash-Free 
Adhesive is the  

4th generation of the 
APCÊ  Adhesive Coated 
Appliance System, first 

introduced in 1991 

Reinforcing our  22-
year leadership in 
the Orthodontic 
Bonding arena 

APC Flash-Free Adhesive 
carries all the benefits of 

traditional APC Adhesives, 
plus some unique 

advancements  

Innovative design 
and technology 
leading to game-
changing benefits 

APC Flash-Free Adhesive 
is a differentiator for  
3M Unitek appliances  

Leading to a more 
efficient and 

comfortable bonding 
process for the 

doctor and patient 
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Agenda 

ÁThe Product 

ÁProduct Value Proposition 

ÁCustomer Evaluation Input 

ÁFrequently Asked Questions 
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APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive Coated Appliance System 
The Product 
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APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive Clinical Videos 

 

 

 

 
Click on the image above to view the 

Comparison to Traditional Bonding Video 

 

 

 

 
Click on the image above to view the 

Testimonial Video 

NOTE: You must be connected to the Internet to view both videos. 

http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid2209861837001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA3yjUFlk~,jsze57R6Rhzxg3IWAm2GoJNZl9rQXjRz&bclid=2221743107001&bctid=2260322760001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid2209861837001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA3yjUFlk~,jsze57R6Rhzxg3IWAm2GoJNZl9rQXjRz&bclid=2221743107001&bctid=2260328090001
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How Does APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive Work? 

ÁNon-woven mat, which is saturated with resin adhesive, is attached 

to the bracket base. 

ÁWhen bracket is pressed on tooth, the resin forms a fillet, or 

meniscus, around the edges. 

ÁDue to lower viscosity and transparent color of the resin, there is no 

need to clean up the excess resin. 
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APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive 

Paste Adhesive 

APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive 
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APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive Packaging 

Á Packaged in traditional APCÊ Appliance 
System packaging 
Á 5/pack 

Á 1 case kits 

Á New and unique blister design 
Á Provides bracket stability 

Á Suspended mat/adhesive substrate 

Á New artwork and graphics ï 
differentiated from APCÊ II and  

 APCÊ PLUS System packaging, but 
part of the same family of APC brand 
products 
Á New blister lid graphics 

Á Compatible with current IDS Storage and 
Dispensing System 
Á 7x7 Patient Set-Up Tray 

Á Dispensing Drawers  

Á Back-Up Storage Unit 
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Technique Tips  

ÁThe brackets are placed in 
between two tapered bars 
inside the blister. 

ÁIf at any time it is difficult to 
pull the brackets straight out 
of the blister, it is best to rock 
the brackets side to side prior 
to pulling straight out of the 
blister. 

NOTE: You must be connected to the Internet to view both videos. 

Click on the image above to view the 

Removal Video 

http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid2209861837001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA3yjUFlk~,jsze57R6Rhzxg3IWAm2GoJNZl9rQXjRz&bclid=2221743107001&bctid=2260241426001
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APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive Coated Appliance System 
Product Value Proposition 
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Product Value Proposition 

Note: Bonding time and failure rate are based 
on feedback received from early users as part 
of a 3M Unitek study. 
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No Adhesive Flash Clean-Up 

ÁAPCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive appliances 
incorporate a nonwoven mat, custom-cut 
to the shape of each bracket base, 
attached to the base, and soaked with the 
appropriate amount of methacrylate-based 
resin for each bracket 
 

ÁWhen placed on tooth and pressed, some 
of the resin exudes from the mat and 
creates a smooth fillet or meniscus around 
the edges of the bracket 
Á No paste adhesive flash is expressed 

Á No flash clean-up is needed 

WMV/Flash-Free Traditional Finished WMV.wmv
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*Findings based on the  
following information: 

¢ƛƳŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǘ о ¦{ ϧ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ŎƭƛƴƛŎǎ ό!t/ϰ CƭŀǎƘ-Free,   
!t/ϰ LLκ!t/ϰ t[¦{ !ŘƘŜǎƛǾŜǎύ 

Bonding time averaged over total number of teeth and cases 
bonded 

Bonding time per bracket does not include bracket selection, 
preparation, tray set ςup or tooth preparation time 

Bonding time begins when bracket is first placed on tooth until 
it is ready to be light cured 

Up to a 40% Reduction in Bonding Time per Bracket* 
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Up to a 40% Reduction in Bonding Time per Bracket 

Avg. Time to bond APCÊ Flash- 

Free Adhesive Per Tooth (Seconds) 

Avg. Time to bond APCÊ II / PLUS 

Adhesive Per Tooth (Seconds) 

14.58 seconds 26.98 seconds 

APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive vs. APCÊ II / PLUS Adhesive  

Avg. Time to bond 20 Brackets with 

APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive* 

(minutes) 

Avg. Time to bond 20 Brackets with 

APCÊ II / PLUS Adhesive* (minutes) 

5 minutes 9 minutes 

APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive vs. APCÊ II / PLUS Adhesive  

*Time calculated to place, position and clean flash 
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Reliable Bond Strength ï Predictable Performance 

APCÊ Flash-Free 
Adhesive Bond Strength 

Comparable to: 

ÅTransbondÊ XT Adhesive 

ÅAPCÊ II Adhesive 

ÅAPCÊ PLUS Adhesive 

<2% Bond Failure Rate 
Within 2 months of  

Treatment* 

Å*Based on data from 42 US and international 
evaluators using ClarityÊ ADVANCED and 
ClarityÊ SL Self-Ligating Brackets 
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Reduced Bonding Steps & Variability  

 

Reduced bonding steps can lead to reduced variability in the bonding process  



© 2013, 3M. All Rights Reserved. 

APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive Coated Appliance System 
Customer Evaluation Input 
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Customer Evaluation Input 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

83% of the responses (123 of 149 
respondents) have indicated that the APCÊ 

Flash-Free Adhesive Coated Appliance 
System has a shorter bonding time in 

comparison to their current bonding system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

92.5 % of the customer evaluators were 
satisfied with the APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive 

Coated Appliance System. 
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Please describe the bonding time 
compared to your current bonding 

system (n=149) 
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APCÊ Flash-Free Adhesive Coated Appliance System 
Frequently Asked Questions 



© 2013, 3M. All Rights Reserved. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

ÁRefer to the Frequently Asked Questions Sheet 
(REF 012-269) 


