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Infection
Prevention in the
Dental Hygiene
Treatment Room

Mary Govoni, MBA, CDA, RDH
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Overview

Where are we now — what do we know?

What happens when we reopen for elective care?

What standards/guidelines must we follow?

What concerns should we have about safety?

Will there be a new normal in
dentistry?

* Yes
e But many things will stay the same!
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What will stay the same?

* Disinfectants and disinfecting protocols
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Polling question

* Based on the labels shown, which
disinfectant is the right choice for
dentistry?

— Product A
— Product B
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Decreasing Order of Resistance of Microorganisms to Disinfectants
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What will stay the same?

 Sterilization protocols
— Instruments and multiple use items
— Handpieces
— Other items attached to DUWL
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What will change and why?

What we know about SARS-CoV-2
as it relates to dental practice

* Asymptomatic or pre-symptomatic individuals may
be infectious.

— May be the most infectious

— Believed to have highest viral load before
symptoms appear

— We don’t know who they are...
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What we know about SARS-CoV-2
as it relates to dental practice

* We must treat all patients/individuals as if they
are infectious for COVID-109.

— Standard precautions but...

* Typical respiratory protection is not sufficient

11

What we know about SARS-CoV-2
as it relates to dental practice

* Aerosols from dentistry can remain airborne for
up to 3 hours.

— SARS-CoV-2 has been found in those aerosols
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Reopening for Elective Care

It begins with a conversation
and a plan...
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Conversations about reopening

* Do you have PPE? The right PPE? Enough?

* Are team members confident or fearful?
* Everyone needs to express their true feelings and ask questions.
* Consider the potential liability to the practice if anyone contracts
COVID-19 as a result of work or treatment in the practice.
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Just because your state
government says that you can
reopen the practice doesn’t
necessarily meant that you should!
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MOST PRECAUTIONS WILL BE
TEMPORARY - REMEMBER WE ARE
STILL IN THE MIDDLE OF A PANDEMIC!
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Return to Work Interim

Guidance Toolkit
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Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
Dental Settings

Interim Infection Prevention and Control Guidance for Dental Settings During the COVID-19
Response

Key Concepts
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OSHA Guidance Summar

Preparing Workplaces for COVID-19

(QSHA 3390-03 2020)

The Safety and i ion (OSHA) developed COVID-19 planning
mmmmlmmmnwm practices. It focuses on
‘the need for Wplen and work practice controls
and personal ? (PPE). This intended for planning
Employers and workers should use this planning guidance to help identy risk levels in
workplace settings and implement. Additional
qQuidance may be needed as COVID-19 outbreak conditions change, including 88 new
information about the virus, its transmission, and impacts, becomes available,

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (COC) infos about COVID-19

e The OSHA COVID- offers i
specifically for workers and employers: s 0aha 0oWCovd 19

A COVID-19 outbreak could affect workplaces through absenteeism, change in commerce
pattems, and interrupted supplyidelivery

Steps to Reduce Workers' Risk of Exposure to SARS-CoV-2

Develop an Infectious Discase Preparedness and Response Plan

If one does not already exist, develop an plan
that can help guide protective actions against COVID-19.

Stay abreast of guidance from federal, state, local, Iribal, andior termitorial health agencies, and
consider how place-spectfic

into work,

plans.
Plans should consider and address the level(s) of risk associated with various worksites and job
perform . Consi include:

* Where, how, and to what sources of SARS-CoV-2 might workers be exposed

= Non risk factors at settings

*  Workers individual risk factors (e.g., older age; presence of chronic medical conditions,
; "

Follow federal and state, local, tribal, andior territorial (SLTT) recommendations regarding
plans for s that may arise as a result of outbreaks (€.9.,

increased
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OSHA FactSheet

Healthcare Workplaces Classified as Very High or High Exposure Risk for Pandemic Influenza
What to do to protect workers
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What's New

ey Concepts

Dental settings have unique characteristics that warrant additional infection control

Postpone elective procedures, surgeries, and non-urgent dental visits.
Proactively communicate to both staff and patients the need for them to stay at home if

Know steps to take if a patient with COVID-19 symptoms enters your facility.

Revisions were made on April 27, 2020

* To address asymptomatic and pre-symptomatic transmission, implement source control

(require facemasks or cloth face coverings) for everyone entering the dental setting
(dental healthcare personnel [DHCP)'L!and patients), regardless of whether they have
COVID-19 symptoms.

* Actively screen everyone on the spot for fever and symptoms of COVID-19 before they

enter the dental setting.

o Actively screen DHCP on the spot for fever and symptoms before every shift.
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Mask Type - With Goggles or Face Shield Level of Risk™**
(Understanding Mask Types) to DHCP
'@’ N95 Low
N95 EQUIVALENT MASK*
q ) KN/KPS5, PFF2, P2, DS/DL2, Low
KOREAN SPECIAL 1ST
pr—
Surgical Mask™ Moderate
N—

Source: American Dental Association — based on CDC Guidance
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The Real Deal about N-95 Respirators

N95 respirators must be fit-tested — initially and
annually.

* OSHA has waived only the annual requirement

* Employees must complete a medical
guestionnaire

* Determines whether they have any medical
conditions that may prevent them from
wearing a respirator

Source: 3M

» Based on questionnaire, employee may htps:/fyoutube/s3tu2nbou20

need medical exam/evaluation

22
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Eye Protection
and Splatter Protection

Chin-length face shields
* Helps prevent contamination of outside of mask

Know which shields will work with loupes and lights

B

Source: Palmero Health Source: DHPI and Dental Safety Solutions

23
Protective Clothing
oGowns — always required by OSHA — but often ignored
o CDC says change after each patient e —
o Remove before leaving tx room "‘k !
oDisposable
oReusable
O Launder on Site Source: Halyard He_alth
o Cannot take home
24
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Additional
Protection

oRecommended — but
not required (yet)

O H a i r- Cove rS - bo n n ets Source: Halyard Health

oShoe covers
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* Get the reception room ready:
— Remove magazines and toys
— Close down beverage/coffee bars

— Space out chairs (may have to
remove some)

— Have hand hygiene station

Preparing to See
Elective Patients

26
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Preparing to See
Elective Patients

* Get the front desk ready:
— Screens/sneeze guards for admin. team members
— Masks for admin team members
— Do you have the capability to do teledentistry
— Prepare screening protocols

* Pre-appointment and upon arrival
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Preparing to See
Elective Patients

e Get the clinical support areas ready:
— Water system
e Shock and test
— Sterilizers
* Spore test and validate with Type 5 integrator

— Check compressor, vacuum pump, amalgam
separator

28
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Preparing to See
Elective Patients

* Get the hygiene room ready:
— Remove non-essential items from countertops
— Store in drawers/cabinets or outside the room
— Evaluate where barriers may be appropriate
* Sealants, fluoride varnish, etc. -
— Decide how to mitigate aerosol production \
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What to do about aerosols:

* CDC says minimize during pandemic
— Limit use of handpieces
— Ultrasonic scalers not recommended

Remember this is temporary!

30
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The Funnel Is Autoclavable
w——

Source: Zirc Dental

Source: Aflexx

Source: Zyris/Henry Schein Dental

Source: Protechno
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Controlling Aerosols

oExtraoral evacuation

oAir filtration/purification

o “There is no direct scientific evidence of benefit,
but some reduced exposure can reasonably be
inferred based on the ability of some filters to
remove particles that contain a SARS-CoV-2
virus.” National Air Filtration Association

Source: ADS Dental

32
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https://www.marygovoni.com/store/p8/COVID-

COVID=I3-AND OTHER
RESPIRATORY INFECTIONS:
WHAT EVERY DENTAL

19 and Respiratory Infection Resource Manual.html#/ P H Acll c E N E E D S T [] K N I] w

Use Code: VIVA

A Digital Resource Manual and Information
Update Notification System
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Mary Govoni, MBA, CDA, RDH
517-214-8223
866-628-4149 fax

mary@marygovoni.com
WWW.marygovoni.com

facebook.com/marygovoniandassociates
facebook.com/superstardentalassistants

@) @marygovoni
2 @MaryGovoni
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Questions???

35
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